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THE HOUWES

There are difficulties in the way of tracing bac< this family to iis English
orgin., Tradition has to be largely relied upon, and this, as presented by
different branches of the family, differs as to the first of the family that
crossed the Atlantic, and as to the place of first settlement. OUne statement
is that a Joseph low, belonged to a family of that naase long doniciled in the
state of Massachusetts, enlisted and served a a soldire in the French and
Indian war in which hé was supposed to have been lost, but afterward found

in the New River Valley, where later he added the letter "e" to the name, the
original spelling of the name being How, afterwards Howe. liow much of this
statement is correct cannot be determined. The author has chosen to follow
copies of the "Howe MSS," furnished hia by Hon. J. Hoge Tyler, late Governor of
Virginia, who is a direct descendant to the Joseph Howe, a sketch of whose

ul

family here follows:
g Y

The Howe family, not unlike the Hoge family, with which it is so nearly re C
also commences with a little romantic episode in the lives of the first Americ:
representatives. Joseph Howe, and English gentlemen, first cousin of Lord
Howe and General Wayne of Revolutionary fame, came to America in 1737. Un
board the vessel t.at brought him over was a beautiful and captivating girl

by the name of Eleanor Dunbar, the tow young people fell in love with each
other on the voyage and married soon after landing and settled near Boston,
Mass.; from ‘hich point they drifted soughward and finally settled in the .
rugged regions of southwestern Virg.uia when the country was quite a trackless
wilderness. They made their home on Back Creek as nearly as can be established
in 1757 or 1758, and this old homestead, the scene of many pleasant revelries
and charming reunions, is still in possession of one of the representative of
the family, .(rs. Agnes Howe Dedarnette, a great-granddaughter of its founder.
Joseph Howe had three sons, Joseph, John, and Daniel; of Joseph there is
nothing kxnow, he having left home in early life; John seems to have left no .

faaily.

Danied was an officer in the Revolutionary war, was a man of strong mind

and hight character. He married Nancy Haven and had three sons, Joseph i.;
John Dunbar, and William H.; and seven daughters, Ruth, Julia, éleanor,
~lizaveth, Lucretia, Nancy and Luemma. Joseph ma.ried idargaret Freely;

Jobn D. married Sarah Sheppard; William married iary Fisher; futa married
Thomas Kirc, and removed to Missouri; Julia married Zecharia Cecil; Eleanor
sarried General James Hoge; Elizabeth married Colonel George Neeley Pearis;
~scretis amarried Colonel William Thomas; Nancy married Honoraule harvey Deskins

and Luemna married Dr. Jackson.
The children of Jeseph Howe and Margaret Feeley were: Eleanor, who married

Seuben Sawere; Lucrotia, who married Colonel William J. Jordan; Eliza, who
sarried Wassam; Brown, who married William G. Farriﬁi;,§119;iwyff'.'i
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U, 7. Watson; Sue, who never married., | e, S
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The children of Willian H, Howe and Mary Fisher lowe are: Selle, who
sarried Or, Charles Pepper; Lissie, who married w. W, .inor willian G.

who darcied Allce Srown, Augusta, who narried Dr, Hufford; Sallie, who
sarried Mr, Harmon; Alice, who married Charles Bumgardner; Ellie, who is
unsarried. A daughter of Thomas Kirk and duth his wife, sarried a Mr, Perry,

The children of Julia lowe, who aarried Lecharia Cecil, are: Aussell, Giles
Daniel K., Zecharia, and Nancy. The children of Eleanor, who married Gener
Janes Hoge, are: Daniel, James, Joseph H., Willias, and Elisza, who married
00»3 ler, of Carclina, the fat.hor of Governor J. Hoge Tyler, The nases
of of Eligabeth, who married Colonel Ueurge N, Fearis, are as
follows: George W, Pearis, ﬁnhl He Pearis, Nancy, who married Archer H(,ard
Aebecca, who married George D. lioge; Ardelia, who married Daniel R. Ceell;
Slissbeth, who marrisd Senjamine White. The children of Lucretia, who married
¥illias Thomas, were Giles, William, Mary Anne, and Julia. HNangy, who married
Barvey Jeskins, had no c¢h en, The children of Lueauna, who married Dr. Jachsc
are: HNollie, , and Luemaa,

Joha Howe, & son of the first Joseph and his wife Eleanor Dunbar liowe, was an
active business man, engaged lurgely in the acquisition of wild land 5; survey
and grant in the early s of the settlements along the tributaries of New
River, in what is now Ciles County, Virginia, and Mercer County, West Vir °
e -‘o and obtained & grant for a tract of four hundred acrea of

on Brush s Dear where the village of Princeton is now located.

Major Danlel Howe, an officer in our war for independence, was often on detached
service in search of Tori.s. The story is told t one John Haven, of “lum

Creek, was suspected of being & Tory, and that dajor Howe was sent on more than
one occaslon to arrest Haven, but was unable to do 80, and that finally a
pretiy blackeyed daughter of Haven, whose nase was Nancy, caught the sajor and
ebhe became his wife, as already stated.
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The ancestors of this faally were Huguenots, who fled froa France, stopyding,
tesporarily in Barbedoes, thence about 1710, o Jouth Carolina, locating on an
t{sland about five miles froa Port loﬁl to which they gave the name "laris
lsland.” This nase is sometimes spe ci "Pearris,"” again "Fearis"; and Waris"
the modern spelling Leing Pearis. The settler was Alexander Pearis (i(arris),
who became quite a distinguished man in the early days of the history of
South Carolina, \

Judge llﬂﬂd; in his History of South Carolina under the Proprietary Govern- |
sent, 1679-1 19. glives considerable proainence to Col. Alexander Pearis, whoa |
bhe shows Lo have been Commissioner Free Schools, Comaissioner for hhdu;
Churches, Member of House of Comamons, of which Col. Wa. ihett was Speaker; as
& odlitary officer and one of the Judges to wry pirates, and as comasnder of
silitia in the Revolution of 1719, Col Alexander Fearis has a son, Alexander
Pearis, Jr., had a son, John Alexander, who likewise had a son, John Alexander,
as shown by his will probated August 1‘552. The last mentioned Johu Alexander
had a son, dobert, who spelled his name &s did his father, John Alexander
*"Pearis.”™ This fdobert Fearis died about 176l1; he had a daughter, salinda, who
married Samuel ‘epper, who removed Lo the ilew aiver Valley prior to 1770, and
located at the place where, about 1780, he established & ferry, and lixu‘ plece
has since been known as Peppers., !lis two brothers-in-law, Geurge and Aobert
Alexander ‘earis, sons of the precedling ilobert, came with hia, or about the
saae time. AL t.l'n date of the coning of Pepper and the Pearises, in fact
before that dave, there lived in the neighLorhood where Pepper locuted, a

leman Ly the name of Joseph lowe, who had sose previy daughters, and it

Dot tuke long for vhese young Huguenets %o fall in love with these girls,
at least with two of them. An examinat.ion of the Fearis 3ible discluses that
Oeorge Pearis was born February 16, 1745, and was sarried to Sleanor lowe
February 26th, 1771. lobert Alexander rFearis was probably two years younger tha
hls brother, George. He sarried ulso a daughter of Joseph Howe, and about 1790
resoved with his faally to Kentucky and settled in what is now County,
and froa whouw it is seid the vown of Paris, in that county, is nased. le had &
808 who in the sarly his of that state wus a meaber of its Legislature.
George Pearis ressined in vieinivy of Pepper's Ferry until the -m of

' cea-

17682; prior vo this tise he had been made a Captain of one of the
panies of the County of Montgomery.
Cn the




The cohide TAMLY - Continyed

baving purchased fros Cept. Wa, lngles, svout the year of 1779, for seventy
sveriing (about §35C.00) the tract of 204 scres of land on hew Aiver -
n is now situated rearisburg Jtation on the line of the Norfolk & Yestern
Rallway, and which land was cnowa for years as the dale and Charleston tracts -
bhe, in the spring of 1762, reacved thereto, erected his dwelling house &t &

int nearly due south of the residence of Wr, Ldward C, Hale, and & little o
rbo southwest of where the road [rom Ar. Hale's house united with the turnylxe.
Two or three yeers after Ceptl. /earis aade his locaticn, he bad & lerry sxtab-
lished acroes the New Aiver, and x<ept & small stock of goods, and later kegt
public entertelnuent, OUn Uc.ober Sth, 1784, he sarried devecca Clay, deugiter
of Mitchell Clay, The children of Capt, .earis and his wile dsbecca Clay
Pearisc were: Geroge N., Alexander, Samuel Zepper, Charles Lewls; theair
daughters: Hebecca, Juiu s Ahoda, Sallie and sleancr,

Col, George N, Fearis married Elisabeth lHowe, daughter of Jajor Janiel liowe i
Alexander Pearis married Miss Arbucikle of Greeabrier County; Sasuel fep our
married Hebeccs Chapman, daughter of lssac and Elian Johaston C ‘{“ les
Lewis Pesris married /argaret Pecs, daughter of John and Elizabeth Snidow reck;
Rebecca married John Brown, they went o Texas about LEJO, leaving & son,
Geory e Pearis Brown, who lived for a nusber of years in Nercer County; Julla
sarried Col. Gnr.l.uu! Gerald; Thoda married Col., Johu B, Geurge; Jallie married
Baldwin L, Jlssion, and Eleanor sarried Capt. Thomas J, George,.

Capt. George W., who never married, dlied in 189€ at the age of nearly eighty~
nine yesrs; Col. Danlel lHowe, who married Loulsa A, Johnston; debecca,

sarried Oeorge D, lioge; Nancy, who sarried Archer Ldgar; Ardeliag, who asarried
Deniel R, Cecil, and Lliszsabeth, who sarried Benjemin Whive, dobert Alexander
Pearis and his wife had no children, and afver the death of said sobert
Alexander, his widow married Col., MeClung,

The children of Col. George N, Pearis and his wife, Elizabeth Howe MQ were

The children of Col. Garland Cerald and Jullia Pearis Gerald, his wile, were:
sons, Thosas, iobert Jearis, Gurland 1.; & daughter debecca, married DUr, Ldawin
Oraat; iouise zarried James ). Cunuinghaa; Mary sarried

Fannie married a Mr, Yost; Virginia died in Texas, unmarried; Uphelis, nrrld

The children of Col, John B. Geurge and RKboda rearis George were:
Poaris George, who married Sarah A. Javidsocn; Jane, who asrried J Sterling
F. Vatie, neaes of the childres of Cupt, Thomas J. Gercvge and wile
&re as follows, vie: A. Vo U, George, W. .. Usurge, Wobert, and Johu; the

3 m,mm.lmﬁt.hu;kt s Who married & MNr,

deughters
Austin, and Hebecca, who married George W, Jarrell.

| Lewis 7earis and his wife, Hargaret Peck Pearis, had but one child, a
a.m.mmm: Charles ¥. rearis, and they had mo childres.
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ZIE HOWES

There are difficulties in the way of tracing back this family to its English
orgin. Tradition has to be largely relied upon, and this, as presented b
dif?gront branches of the family, differs as to the first of the family t
erossed the Alantic, and as to the place of first settlement, OUne statement
is that a Joseph How, belonged to a family of that name long doniciled in the
state of Massachusetts, enlisted and served as a soldier in the French and
Indian war in which he was supposed to have been lost, but afterwards found
in the New River Valley, where later he added the letter "e" to the name, the
original spelling of the name being How, afterwards Howe. How much of t‘il
statement is correct cannot be determined., The author has chosen to follow
copies of the "Howe M3S," furnished him by Hon. J. Hoge Tyler, late Governor of
Virginia, who is a direct descendant to the Joseph liowe, a sketch of whose
fanily here follows:

The Howe fasily, not unlike the Hoge family, with which it 18 80 nearly related,
also commences with a little romantic episode in the lives of the first American
representatives, Joseph Howe, an English gentleman, first cousin of Lord
Howe and Oeneral Wayne of Hevolutionary fame, caue to America in 1737. On
board the vessel that brought him over was a beautiful and captivating girl
by the name of Eleanor Dunbar; the two young people fell in love with each
other on the voyage and married soon after landing and settled near Boston,
Mass.; fros which point they drifted southward and finally settled in the
regions of southwestern Virginia when the country was quite a trackless
erness. They mude their home on Back Creek as nearly as can be established,
in 1757 or 1758, and this old homestead, the scene of unzg.ploallns revelries
and charming reunions, is still in possession of one of representatives of
the faaily, Mrs. Agnes Howe Dedarnette, a great-granddaughter of its founder.
Joseph Howe had three sons, Joseph, John, and Daniel; of Joseph there is
;::?}n; known, he having left home in early life; John seems to have left no
T

Daniel was an officer in the Revolutionary war, was a man of strong uind

and high character, He married Kancy Haven ana had three sons, Joseph H,;

Johs Dunbar, and William H.; and seven daughters, Ruth, Julia, Eleanor,
Ellgabeth, fucrotia, Nancy and Luemma, Joseph married Margaret Freely

Jokn D, married Sarah Sheppard; Williaam married Mary Fisher; Ruth ed

Thomas Kirx, and removed to Missouri; Julia married Zecharia Cecil; Eleanor
sarried General Jases Ho;ollgliﬁaboth sarrdied Colonel George Neeley Fearis;
Lucretis sarried Colonel William Thomas; Nancy married Honorable Harvey Deskins;
and Lusmss sarried Dr, Jackson,

The childresn of Joseph Howe and Mar t Feely were: BEleanor, who married
Asuben Sewere; Lucretia, who warried Colonel William J. Jordan; Slisa, who
SRrried seee--es Wassan; Brown, who married Williisam G, Farris; Uliie, who
sarried D, 7, Wateon; Sue, who never sarried.
umemmmmm. his wife, are as followa:
Argaret, who Mrmlm.mmm-l.= as; Eliza
' -r Charies J, datthews; Ellen Mary, Jo Gu K
died a priso [ war
and lived at

B =~ - _ who
o8 Sallie VeJarnette; Saasuel 3,
h,._ai,i_,
Y. i
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THE HOWES - Contdnued

ghildren of Williea H, Howe and Mary Fisher liowe are: Belle, who
garried Dr, Charles Pepper; Liszie, who married W. W, /inor Uallinn G,

who married Alice Hrown, Augusta, who married Dr, Hufford; ie, who
sarried Mr, Haramon; Alice, who aarried Charles Bumgardner; Ellle, who is
unsarried. A daughter of Thomas Kirk and Ruth his wife, married & Mr. Perry.

The children of Julia lowe, who married lecharia Cecil, are: Russell, Giles
Janiel A., Zecharia, and Hancy., The children of Eleanor, who married General
Janes loge, ere: Daniel, James, Joseph H., Williaam, and Eliza, who married
George Tyler, of Carolina, the father of Governor J. Hoge Tyler. The nanes
of the children of Eligabeth, who married Colonel George N. Pearis, are as
follows: George W. Pearis, Daniel He Pearis, Bancy, who married Archer Edgar;
debocca, who married George D. lioge; Ardelia, who married Daniel R. Cecil; and
Eliza , Who married Benjamine White., The children of Lucretia, who married
¥illiam Thomas, were Giles, William, Mary Anne, and Julia. Naney, who married
Harvey Deskins, had no children., The children of Lucama, who married Dr. Jackson
are: Mollie, éun, and Luemaa,

N1 ) 1wl

John Howe, & son of the first Joseph and his wife Eleanor Duabar Howe, was an
sctive business nan, engaged largely in the acquisition of wild land by survey
and grant in the early years of the settlements along the tributaries of New
fiver, in what is now Clles County, Virginia, and Mercer County, West Virginia,
He made survey and obtained a grant for a tract of four hundred acres of land
on Brush Creek, near where the village of Princeton is now located.

——

¥ajor Daniel Howe, an officer in our war for independence, was often on detached
service in search of Torivs. The story is told that one John Haven, of Flum
Creek, was suspected of being a Tory, and that Major Howe was sent on more than
one occaslion to arrest Haven, but was unable %o do 80, and that finally a

pretiy blackeyed daughter of Haven, whose nase was Nancy, caught the Major and
she became his wife, a8 already stated.
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